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[57] ABSTRACT 

The present inventioii is a disposable device which is 
attached to the tab of a conventioDal aluminum beverage can 
at the time of manufacture. When a consumer pulls the 
device upward, tiie tab is likewise pulled upward to a 
position in which the consumer can easily grasp tht tab and 
consequendy open the can. Two embodiments of the present 
invention are provided. 
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1 2 

EASY FLIP TOP TAB LU'l'KK FIG. 2D is an enlarged top plan view of a conventional 

flliiminiim bcvcTage Can. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION HG. 2B is an enlaxged top plan view of a conveotioDal 

1 Field of the Invention aluminum beverage can wifli the present invention affixed 

5 thereto. 

The present invention relates generally to a device f(x „^ • * j ^ , .j , ^. , 

lifting L tab of a conventional aluminum beverage can, . ^^V^ ^ ^ fragmented cross-sational side elevational 

particularly to a disposable device which is attached at the vk^ of the present invention attached to a can. 

time of manufacture. FIG. 36 is an e3q)loded view of the encircled portion in 

2.Descf^onaf thcPtiorArt lO 

Numerous devices have.been developed with the purpose DETAILED DESCRIPnON OF THE DRAWINGS 

of aiding a consumer in opening canned beverages. Rcforing now to HG. la, the top of a convention 

Accordingly, the following registered patents are function- aluminum beverage can comprises a circular surface 10, a 

ally similar to the present invention. U.S. Pat No. 5^57,566 tab 20, a pivot 30, and a pre^cut, depressible portion 40. The 

to Schultz is a thumb fitting, ring-like, flip-top can opening is of the tab 20 furthest from the pre-cut portion 41 has a 

apparatus and method of using. U.S. Pat No. 4,253352 to hole 22 therethrough. A consumer conventionally utflizes 

O'Neal is a tool for opening cans. U.S. Pat No. 4,133,228 this opening system by pulUng upward on the end of the tab 

toDePootcris aiMll tab opener. U.S. Pat No. 4,563,919 to 20 furthest fi-om the pre<ut portion 40. As the pcftion of the 

Sdlars is a can opener for flip top cans. U.S. Pat No. tab 20 to the left of the javot 30 moves upward, the portion 

5,205,194 to Rodcy is a can opener apparatus. 20 of fte tab 20 to the rigtit of the pivot 30 coircspondingly 

AUhougjb these inventioiis are similar in function to the moves downward. The pre-cut portion 40 is thereby 

present invention, the present invention possesses distinct depressed and the contents of the can made accessible, 

advantages over the pri<w ait which will be pointed out in in hG. lb, a first embodiment 51 of flie present invention 

more particularity later. ^ is movaUy attached to the end of the tab 20 furthest ftom the 

rw^^r^^, prccut portion 40. In FIG. Ic, a second embodiment 52 of the 

SUMMARY OFTHE mVEimON ^^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^ ^^^y attached to the end of the tab 

The present invention is a device which is attached to the 20 furtiiest firom the precut portion 40. 

tab of a conventional aluminum beverage can. When a Reforing now to FIG. 2a, a first embodiment 51 of the 

consumer pulls the device upward, the tab is indirectly 30 present invention pazticulady comprises a link portion 53 

pulled iipward to a position in which the consioner can easily and a ring portion 58 which extends from one side of the link 

grasp the tab and consequentiy q>en the can. portion 53. An adhesive strip 56 at one end of one side of the 

Thus, a fffimaiy object of tiie fvesent invention is to link portion 53 corresponds to anodicr adhesive strip S€ at 

provide a device which aids a consumer in opening a the other end of the same side of the link pOTtion 53. Thus, 

conventional ahuninum beverage can. 35 after the link portion 53 has been inserted tiirough the hole 

Another object of the present invention is to provide 22 in a tab 20, ifce adhesive strip 56 is ten^ 

-^-.'^--^'^ £ Ji ^ across an impued line of symmetry 54 to nilly contact its 

device ^liich IS attached to a can at the tmie of manufacture; ..^ . /. , 1 

coiresponding adhesive stnp 56^, thereby attaching the 

Anoflicr object of the present mvention is to provide a present invention to die tab 20, Although adhesives arc used 

device whidi is disposable. ^ illustrative purposes, a heat press or other method of 

To the accomplishment of the above and related objects, joining materials may be substituted 

this invention may be embodied in tiie fonn illustrated in the Rcfcning now to FIG. 26, a second embodiment 52 of the 

accon4)anying drawings, attention being called to the fact, present invention also comprises a linkportion 53. However, 

however, ttiat die drawings are illustrative only, and that embodiment has a ring portion 59 and 59* extending 

changes may be made in the specific construction illustrated gitiicr side of tiie link portion S3. Both of these ring 

and described witiiin tiie scope of tiie appended claims. portions 59 and 59* have adhesive applied to one entire side. 

Thusi after one ring portion 59 has been inserted tiirough tiie 
hole 22 in a tab 20, the ring portion 59 is bent over 180 

For a better understanding of the nature of tiie present degrees aaoss an inqvlied Une of symmetry 54 to fully 

invention, reference should be made to the following so contact, the other ring portion 59\ tiiereby attaching the 

detailed description taken in connection witii the accompa- present invention to the tab 20. Again, a heat press or other 

nying drawings wherein: method of joining materials may be substituted ftir adhe- 

HG. la is a top plan view of a conventional aluminum 

beverage can. Referring now to FIG. 2c, preferred dimensions for both 

FIG. lb is a top plan view of a conventional aluminum « ™bodiments of tiie present invention are shownu However, 

beverage can with a first embodiment of tiie present inven- "^^^ dimensions are preferences only and may be modified 

tionat^ched. as tiie need anses. 

FIG. Ic is a top plan view of a conventional aluminum ^ ^ IMxscnt invention 

beve«ge c^ wS VLT^ ^IX^rTtiie^^ ^} attached to a conv«itional alummom can 

in d ttacfae± cmouuuucm oi inc prcsciu ^ As tiie present in vcntioD 51 (52) is puUed upward, tiic tab 20 

ventum anacnea is indirectiy pulled upward, tiiereby depressing the pre-cut 

FIG. 2fl IS a top plan v«w of a first embodiment of tiie portion 40 and making tiie contents of tiie can accessible, 

present mvention before it is attached to a can. I claim: 

FIG. 2^ is a top plan view of a second embodiment of the i, a device for assisting the opening of a can having a 

present invention before it is attached to a can. ^5 pivoting tab with an aperture therethrough for opening a tear 

FIG. 2£ is a top plan view of the present invention paiiel, said device being composed of malleable plastic and 

showing tiie preferred dimensions for the device. com{xising: 
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a. a fiat, rectangular portion; 

b. an adhesive sti^ along one edge of one surface of said 
rectangular poction; 

c. a CQiresponding adhesive strip along an opposite edge 
of the same surface of said rectangular portion; 

d. a flat ring portion extending from said one edge of said 
rectangular poction having said adhesive str^ jilted 
thereto; 

e. said fiat, rectangular portion defining a looping means 
for attaching said device to said pivoting tab, wherein 

. said rectangular portion is of a size that said rectangular 
pmtion is fcddable into two opposing portions and 
looped through said ^erture of said pivoting tab and 
secured thereto by said adhesive stnps. 

2. The device as in claim 1 wb^dn said device is 
composed of aluminum. 

3. The device as in claim 1 wherein said device is 
composed thin metal. 

4. The device as in claim 1 wherein a heat press is used 
in place of said adhesive str^s. 

5. A device for assisting the opening of a can having a 
pivoting tab with an aperture thcredirougfa for opening a tear 
panel, said device being composed of malleable plastic and 
oompnsmgi 



a. a flat, rectangular portion having two pairs of opposing 
edges; 

b. a flat ring portion extending firom each opposing edge 
^ of one said pair of opposing edges of said rectangular 

portion; 

c. adhesive material applied to a top surface of said first 
ling and to a top surface of said second xing; 

d. said fiat, rectangular portion defining a looping means 
10 for attadiing said device to said pivoting tab, wherein 

said rectangular portion is of a size that said rectangular 
portion is foldable into two opposing portions and 
looped thioi^ said ^erture of said pivoting tab and 
said ring portions overlie one another and are secured 
together by said adhesive material on said ring por- 
tions. 

6. The device as in claim 5 wherein said device is 
composed of aluminum. 

7. The device as in claim 5 wherein said device is 
composed of thin metal 

8. The device as in claim 5 wherein a heat press is used 
in place of said adhesive matenaL 
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